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DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

PRESISION 2026: A TWO-DAY SCIENCE OUTREACH
PROGRAM
PRESISION 2026, a two-day National Science Outreach Program

organized by the Presidency University Physics Society, was held on 18-19

April 2026 at Presidency University, Kolkata. The event brought together
students and young researchers from across the country for scientific
exchange and learning. Highlights included plenary lectures by Dr.
Samriddhi Sankar Ray, ICTS-TIFR, Bengaluru, on fluid dynamics and Dr.
Sudip Jana, HRI, Allahabad, on neutrinos, a panel discussion on careers in
physics, and a student public talk on high-energy astrophysics. Panelists
include Prof. Debasish Majumdar, RKMVERI, Belur Prof. Archan S
Majumdar, SNBNCBS, Kolkata Dr. Aritra Banerjee, Calcutta University Prof.
Satyaban Bhunia, SINP, Kolkata With 175 participants, oral and poster
presentations, science exhibitions, and a physics quiz, the program
successfully fostered scientific curiosity, collaboration, and outreach.

SCHOOL OF ASTROPHYSICS

COLLOQUIUMS

On 6 May 2026, the School of Astrophysics hosted a colloquium by Prof.

. Chayan Mondal of SNBNCBS, Kolkata, titled “AstroSat UV Deep Field:

' " From Interstellar Dust to Lyman Continuum Leaking Galaxies at Redshift
70.5-3.0." The talk highlighted how the AstroSat AUDF survey, combined
with UVIT and JWST MIRI observations, is advancing our understanding of

galaxy evolution between cosmic noon and the present universe. Prof.
Mondal discussed breakthroughs in studying dust attenuation, PAH
emissions, and the identification of Lyman Continuum-leaking galaxies.
He also presented the discovery of GNHell J1236+6215 (z = 2.98), a
candidate hosting Population lll-like star formation, with important

implications for understanding cosmic reionization and the early universe.

On May 13, Prof. Manoneeta Chakraborty, IIT Indore presented
"Neutron Stars: A Journey into Ultra-Dense Matter," where she used
uGMRT data to decode pulsar subpulse drifting and magnetar
emission mechanisms. She also highlighted the search for nano-
Hertz gravitational waves and the role of X-ray binaries in probing
the physics of extreme gravity and magnetic fields. We thank our
speakers for making this landmark semester an academic triumph.
Under the coordination of Dr. Ritaban Chatterjee, the department
made a special effort to feature distinguished women scientists,
bookending the term with Dr. Paramita Dasgupta (OSU) and Prof.
Manoneeta Chakraborty (IIT Indore).

A SPECIAL SEMINAR

On 20 May 2024, the School of Astrophysics hosted a special
seminar by Dr. Abhijit Anand from IUCAA, Pune, titled “Tracing the
Cosmic Metal Cycle: Observational Probes of the CGM and IGM
fromz ~ 0.5 to 3." Dr. Anand discussed the role of the circumgalactic
and intergalactic media in galaxy evolution, highlighting how
galaxies exchange gas and metals through the cosmic baryon cycle.
Drawing on data from major surveys such as SDSS and DESI, he
demonstrated how quasar absorption lines, particularly Mgll and CIV
absorbers, can trace diffuse gas flows across cosmic time. The talk
also explored efforts to combine observations, emission-line

mapping, and simulations to better understand galaxy halos.



DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

A BOOK DISCUSSION ON "FOR A JUST REPUBLIC:
THE PEOPLE OF INDIA AND THE STATE (COLUMBIA

UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2026)"
On 11 May 2026, a book discussion was held on For a Just Republic:

The People of India and the State (Columbia University Press, 2026)
by Prof. Partha Chatterjee. The panel featured Dr. Garima Dhabai,
Dr. Kalyan Das, and Dr. Md. Inamur Rahman of Presidency University,
along with Dr. Himadri Chatterjee of the University of Calcutta.
Describing the book as a major contribution to understanding post-
independence India, the speakers engaged with its arguments on
justice, Ambedkar and the Constitution, regional political economy,

and questions of language, ethnicity, and nationalism. The

discussion concluded with Prof. Chatterjee’s responses and an
interactive session with students and faculty.

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
THE DIALEGO DEBATE

The students of the Department of Political Science organized
the Dialego Debate, an intra-departmental debate competition,
on 11 May 2026 at the P.C. Mahalanobis Auditorium. Combining
elements of Oxford and Parliamentary debate formats, the event
featured six participants, with three speaking for the motion and
three against. A floor debate segment encouraged active
audience participation, fostering lively discussion and critical
engagement. The competition was judged by Dr. Tanwir Arshed,
Dr. Garima Dhabhai, and Dr. Nabamita Das, while Prof. Sumit
Chakrabarti, Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, attended
as the Guest of Honour. The event provided a stimulating platform
for debate, critical thinking, and intellectual exchange.

DEPARTMENT OF BENGALI
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DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

INSIDE REAL- WORLD Al SYSTEMS: A PRACTICAL
VIEW OF DATA AND DECISIONS

On 8 May 2026, the Department of Mathematics at Presidency
University, in collaboration with the Computational Research and
Operations Wing (CROW), virtually hosted the second session of the
six-part cohort series, Inside Real-World Al Systems: A Practical View
of Data and Decisions. Led by technology expert Mr. Sanjoy
Chatterjee, the session engaged 16 students at the P.C. Mahalanobis
Auditorium. Focusing on practical, data-driven decision-making,
participants presented progress on interdisciplinary Al projects,
discussed technical challenges, and explored collaborative problem-
solving approaches. The programme continues to bridge theoretical
mathematics with real-world Al applications, preparing students for
advanced research and potential industry opportunities.




INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
AND PROFESSOINAL DEVELOPMENT

TALK DELIVERED BY PROF. PARAMITA

CHAKRABORTY
On 15 May 2026, the Institute of Public Administration and Professional

Development (IPAPD) organised a lecture by Prof. Paramita
Chakraborty, Assistant Professor of Painting at the Government College
of Art and Craft, Calcutta, at the S.N. Bose Sabhagriha. Titled “Art as
Dialogue: Between the Individual Voice and Collective Imagination,” the
talk explored the influences shaping her artistic journey across Kolkata,
Santiniketan, and Pennsylvania. Prof. Chakraborty examined the
relationship between realism, surrealism, truth, and creativity, while
emphasizing the artist’s role as both a creative and political agent in
shaping collective imagination and social consciousness.

DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY

2ND PROF. A.K. SAHA MEMORIAL LECTURE

Dr. Vineet Kumar Gahalaut, Director, Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology, Dehradun delivered an invited lecture
on “Crustal deformation and strain rate of the Indian plate”
as the 2nd Prof. AK. Saha Memorial Lecture organized by
Geological Institute on 13th May 2026 occurred at P.C.
Mahalanobis Hall, Presidency University, Kolkata.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

TALK ON “RETHINKING ‘SCEPTICISM’

WITH VASUBANDHU AND RATNAKIRTI”

On 29 May 2026, the Department of Philosophy, Presidency
University, hosted a lecture by Ethan Mills on “Rethinking
‘Scepticism’ with Vasubandhu and Ratnakirti.” The talk
explored the challenges of applying philosophical categories
across cultures and examined Buddhist perspectives on
knowledge and experience. Drawing on the ideas of
Vasubandhu and Ratnakirti, Dr. Mills proposed an alternative
framework of “epistemology of nondualism.” The lecture
concluded with an engaging discussion and question-answer
session involving faculty members, researchers, and students.

EVENTS OF LIBRARY
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EVENTS OF LIBRARY

BOOK EXHIBITION ON "LABOUR, RIGHTS, AND
SOCIAL JUSTICE: EXPLORING CHANGING
DIMENSIONS OF WORK"

The Presidency University Library organised a Book Exhibition on
29 May 2026 titled “Labour, Rights, and Social Justice: Exploring
Changing Dimensions of Work.” Featuring resources on labour
rights, migration, industrial relations, and occupational health, the
exhibition attracted wide participation. Dr. Soumyabrato Bagchi
delivered a brief address, while the event promoted awareness
and research on contemporary social and workplace issues.

EVENTS OF NSS CELL

CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 2026- POSTER
COMPETITION

The NSS Cell (Unit 3) of Presidency University observed the International |

Day for Biological Diversity on 22 May 2026 through a Digital Poster

Making Competition themed “Acting Locally for Global Impact.” Guided by - -

Dr. Puja Ray, the event promoted awareness of biodiversity conservation -

and environmental responsibility, encouraging students to explore how =

local actions can contribute to global ecological sustainability.
— :

NASHA MUKT BHARAT ABHIYAN AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN

Under the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, the NSS Cell of Presidency University
organized an awareness campaign on 30 May 2026 at College Square and
College Street. Conducted jointly by NSS Units 1 and 2 under the guidance
of Dr. Jayeeta Deshmukh and Dr. Mery Biswas, the programme involved
public interaction and pamphlet distribution on the harmful effects of
substance abuse. Led by Dipta Mondal and fellow volunteers, the campaign
promoted informed choices and a drug-free society.

SUCCESS STORIES
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Prof. Suhrita Saha from the Department of Sociology ?"i * KUMUDINI@-
published the book Kumudini Welfare Trust: An Intimate g JPRLWELFARETRUST 20 1)

"2 anintimate History of
Gender, Care and Capital
in Post-Partition Bengal

History of Gender, Care and Capital in Post-Partition Bengal,
co-edited with Dr. Nabamita Das , Dept. of Sociology and
published by Primus Books in May 2026. The book traces the
history of the Kumudini Welfare Trust and explores themes of

care, women’s labour, memory, and welfare in post-Partition @ @
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Bengal through ethnographic research in Bangladesh.

BIRAC E-YUVA FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Five B.Sc. Biotechnology (Semester II) students of
Presidency University—Adrija Mukherjee, Agnidipta
Deb, Rajashree Pal, Tithi Adikary, and Saptarshi Halder
—secured the prestigious BIRAC E-YUVA Fellowship
under the mentorship of Dr. Debanjan Mukhopadhyay.
Selected among only 59 teams nationwide, they
received fellowships and a 2.5 lakh grant to develop
an at-home testing kit for Rheumatoid Arthritis.
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DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

LECTURE SERIES ON, “"UNDERSTANDING THE
ARCHITECTURE"
On 24 June 2026, the Department of Mathematics hosted

the third lecture of the Inside Real-World Al Systems series
at MIT-1. Titled Understanding the Architecture, the session
examined the structural framework of the EVIN project,
covering data acquisition, preprocessing, knowledge
extraction, and graph construction. Participants explored
how these components convert raw data into structured
insights for scalable event analysis, with emphasis on
modular design, extensibility, and the integration of Al with
knowledge-driven methodologies. Building on earlier
sessions led by Mr. Sanjoy Chatterjee and the organizing
team, the lecture strengthened participants’ practical
understanding of developing robust real-world Al pipelines.

EVENTS OF LIBRARY

BOOK EXHIBITION ON OLD AND RARE ARCHIVES
OF PRESIDENCY UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

On 9 June 2026, the Presidency University Library organized an
exhibition showcasing its invaluable collection of rare books,
manuscripts, archival records, and historic journals from the
seventeenth to the twentieth century. A major highlight was the
display of an attendance register bearing the signature of Netaiji

Subhas Chandra Bose, alongside rare works by Peter Heylyn, Francis
Rabelais, John Milton, Isaac Newton, Euclid, and Robert Boyle.
Featuring historic scientific publications, manuscripts, and journals,
the exhibition celebrated the University's rich intellectual heritage
while emphasizing the importance of preservation, digitization, and
the role of libraries in advancing teaching, learning, and research.




EVENTS OF NSS CELL

PLANTATION DRIVE-WORLD ENVIRONMENT ..
DAY-2026

On the occasion of World Environment Day on 5™ June
2026, the NSS Cell (Unit 3) of Presidency University,
under the guidance of Dr. Puja Ray, organised a
plantation drive to promote ecological conservation
and environmental responsibility. The initiative

encouraged students to actively contribute to a
greener campus while fostering awareness of
sustainable practices. Reaffirming its commitment to
environmental stewardship, the NSS Cell pledged to
continue spreading awareness and promoting
conservation both within and beyond the university

campus.

WORKSHOP AND YOGA PERFORMANCE

ON THE OCCASION OF INTERNATIONAL
YOGA DAY-2026

In observance of International Day of Yoga 2026,
Presidency University, in coordination with its NSS Cell,
organised a 10-day Yoga Workshop from 9-19 June. Led
by Dr. Yarraguntla Suresh Babu of the Department of
Political Science, the programme included sessions on
asanas, pranayama, and mindfulness. The concluding
session, held at Derozio Foyer on 19 June, witnessed
enthusiastic participation from students, faculty, and
non-teaching staff, promoting holistic health and well-
being across the university community.

INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY-2026: RED
ROAD EVENT

Twenty-five NSS volunteers from Presidency University
participated in the International Day of Yoga 2026
celebrations at Red Road, Kolkata, joining thousands in a
mass yoga demonstration featuring asanas and
pranayama. The event, attended by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, inspired participants to
embrace yoga as a way of life. The experience
encouraged the volunteers to continue promoting health,
wellness, and yoga awareness within the university and
the wider community.




CENTRAL EVENTS

MOU WITH ASIATIC SOCIETY

On 16 June 2026, Presidency University, Kolkata, signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Asiatic Society,
Kolkata, to strengthen academic, intellectual, and cultural
collaboration across disciplines. The partnership will promote joint
research projects, conferences, seminars, academic resource sharing,
and internship opportunities for Presidency University students. The
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor welcomed the collaboration between the two
historic institutions as a significant step toward advancing research
excellence. The Registrar outlined the wide scope of the MoU, while
Asiatic Society Administrator Lt. Col. Anant Sinha invited faculty and
scholars to utilize the Society's vast repository of knowledge for
academic and research activities.

MOU WITH INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

A formal Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signing ceremony
between Presidency University and the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI)
was held on June 5, 2026, to become a part of the Constituent
Research Program Institute (CRPI). The event was attended by
respected Registrar, Dean (faculty of Natural and Mathematical
Sciences), Principal Secretary of the Faculty Council (Arts), Acting
Controller of Examinations, Acting Secretary of the Faculty Council
of Science, the HoDs of Mathematics and Geography, the
Coordinator of the School of Astrophysics, and three esteemed
delegates from ISI (1. Dean of Studies, 2. Amlan Banerjee (Associate
Prof. of GSU), 3. Sm. Shreya Karmakar (Assistant Prof. of GSU).

PASCHIM BANGA DIVAS CELEBRATION

At Presidency University, the significance of 20 June 1947—the day on
which the Provincial Legislative Assembly voted in favour of West
Bengal remaining a part of India—was highlighted through discussions
on Bengal's social and historical journey on 20th June, 2026. Amit
Dey, Ashutosh Professor of Medieval and Modern History at University
of Calcutta, delivered a lecture on the intellectual history of Bengal
in the context of nationalism. In the presence of Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Nirmalya Narayan Chakraborty, Registrar Dr. Debajyoti Konar,
along with teachers, students, and researchers, he traced various
phases of Bengal's history.

The students of Presidency University observed Paschimbanga Divas
on 20 June 2026 through an online programme. Students delivered
speeches celebrating West Bengal's rich history, cultural heritage,
and intellectual legacy, tracing its journey from the Pala-Sena era
to the Bengal Renaissance and statehood. The programme
highlighted the state’s resilience, inclusivity, and creative excellence
while inspiring participants to uphold its values and contribute to a
progressive future.
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STUDENTS’ SUCCESS STORIES

As part of its campus recruitment initiative, PRASARI,

a West Bengal-based Non-Governmental

Organization (NGO) and Self Help group conducted a

recruitment drive at Presidency University on 6 April

2026. Subsequently, 8 candidates qualified for the
Personal Interview, and 7 students received final

offers from PRASARI.The students from Presidency

University who joined PRASARI are:

1. Sarmin Rahaman - Department of Political Science

2. Indrajit Saha - Department of Political Science

3. Monimoy Paramanik - Department of Geology

4. Oishnic Dutta - Department of Political Science

5. Neha Mondal - Department of Political Science

The successful placement of these students reflects

the University's commitment to fostering meaningful

career opportunities in the development sector and

highlights the diverse career pathways available to

students across disciplines.

Mr. Ritam Das, a student of the Department of Political
Science, Presidency University received the Best
Paper Award in Public Administration at the 24th
ICSSR-ERC Sponsored International Seminar and
Annual Conference of the West Bengal Political
Science Association**, held at Lady Brabourne
College, Kolkata, on 20-21 June 2026. His paper was
presented in the Public Administration session
chaired by **Prof. Jitendra Sahoo** (Gour Banga
University). The award was presented by **Prof.
Dipankar Sinha** (University of Calcutta), recognizing
the quality and academic merit of his research.

Md. Zeeshan of Department of History was awarded a
Certificate of Appreciation by the National Archives
of India for winning its online quiz, organized to
celebrate the International Archives Week, 8 to 12
June 2026.

Riti Banerjee, PhD Research Scholar & UGC Junior
Research Fellow, Department of History attended the
28th Workshop on the History and Memory of National
Socialist Camps and Killing Sites held in Berlin and
Brandenberg, Germany, from June 8 to 14, 2026. All her
expenses of travel and stay were covered by a travel
grant awarded to her by the workshop organizers.
She is the only one to have represented India at this
workshop in its long history, and that too not once but
twice, first in 2024 and then again this year.

She also has been awarded the Scholars of Color
Fellowship by the Association for Jewish Studies, USA
and has been invited to participate in its annual
conference, scheduled to take place in Philadelphia,
USA in December 2026.
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STUDENTS’ SUCCESS STORIES

Jitaditya Ishore, a student of Department of
History published a paper titled “The Ajivika
Tradition in Early India: A Critical Historical
Analysis” in the peer-reviewed and refereed
journal Susamd, Vol. - 2, Issue - 2, (Apr - Jun)
2026.

Sayan Lodh, PhD Research Scholar and UGC
Senior Research Fellow, Department of History
presented a paper online, titled ““The
Emergence of ‘New’ Jews in Northeast India”, at
the T1ith International Academic Conference
“Faces of the War,” under the auspices of the
Faculty of Philosophy and History, University of
Lodz, Lodz, Poland, June 11-12, 2026.

PhD research scholars Sayan Lodh and Riti
Banerjee have been accepted into the Active
Scholar Track of the Spring 2026 semester
research group of LILA, the acronym of Lilmod
Yahadut Hodu, which literally translates to "To
study Indian Jewry". The LILA project, formally
known as The Center for the Study of the Jews of
India and their Culture is an academic initiative
housed within the School of Regional and
Historical Studies at the University of Haifa,
Israel in collaboration with the Indian Jewish
Heritage Center- IJHC. They has been awarded
these scholarships because of "the strength and
relevance of" their ongoing doctoral researches.

Arghya Protim Bala, PhD Research Scholar and
UGC Senior Research Fellow, Department of
History published an article titled “Why Matuas
backed BJP despite SIR in West Bengal” in
Frontline on 30 June 2026. The article was jointly
authored with Sumanta Roy.

Rik Bhattacharya, a student of Department of
History presented online a paper titled “Radical
Memory: Cultural Nostalgia and Communist
politics in India”, at an international conference
titled “Nostalgia and Radical Politics, Past and
Present”, held under the auspices of the
University of Northampton, UK, on 26 June 2026.
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